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Using timber in

outdoor project design

Timber is such an incredible versatile material, especially when used in
outdaor environments. It offers fexibiity of design and construction, lang
senvice life, and provides a huge range of products for any designer. This
feature will focus on the choices and decisions of specifying treated

timber in an award winning project.

Brishane Lendscape Architect Stephen Pate ks wall knowm fior his
pursuit of environmentally sensitive design. In fact his work on the
Edenbrooke project jan Urban Pacific Development} wan three
Australian Institute of Landscape Architects ((8d Group) awards in
2002 for Excallence in Environmental and Landscape Design. The
Urban Developmeant Instituie of Australia |06d) alsa recognised its
excellance with the Enviennmental award for 2002

Edenbrooks is an 600 ot housing development which Teatures
waler sensitiva whan dasign practices, i located on Brishane's
pouth-western suburbs and was once  an heavy industrial sita.
The landscapa masterplan iwolved the recomstruction and
restoeation of Jindales Creek, the presanvation of axisting habitat
inks, the retention of native trees, the canstruction of wetlands,
wead removal and revegetation and the comstruction of an
impressiva central pask featwing trails, play eguioment, BBOs,
picnic shetters, timber boardwalks, and anvironmental educatian
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The use of imber for the majority of architectural structureswas a
defining choice due to its emironmantal attnbirtes, Pate stated
thatit heliped that timber comes from a renewable resource wniike
many other constrection products, however “because timber is
sasthatically plaasing in this type of envionment, it was aur first

Stephen Pata's main concerns when using timber is &s durabilty
and LN weathering, ‘it has to last, and not deteriorata aver time’
Ha usad a number of tmber products to periorms differant tasks
Cypreas Csiftvs glascophyls was selected for playground
equipment beceuse of prior confidenca in the product. The spacie
relias an its natural durabifty when used cutdoors and cannot ba
esenative treated.

Pate abso siressed thet he found that design creativity was
enhanced by timber companies and suppliars providing certified
and fit-foe-purpose products such as boardwalks and ridges
Outdoor Struchwres Australia (OI5A), a well known spaciaists in
boardwalk products, provided sofutions for this difficult sita.

05A use Tenalith E as the presenmtive treatment of thesr
medominataly Spotted Gum Cansmbia ciriodara, range of timber
poducts. Onca this treatment has penetrated into the sapwood
the elements are chamically fieed and are highly resistant to
Ieaching, & desired outcome in this ecologicaly sensitive site
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“The landscape architect had put enormous efiorts in ensuring
acolagical dasgn, and we mads sure that our products met and
camrgimented thizideology’ stated Ted 3 whbearsfeid of DSA..

The tmber suppliers knowledpge of the ntended usa of thar
pmducts is bacoming more impartant, especially in developments
such a5 Edenbeooke. Pate babewes that while landscape architects
ae techmically trained, changes to products and recommendad
practices, requires the timbear suppliers and designers to engaga in
co-operativa parnerships for each project.

This viewpaint is sharad amang many designess and builidars
acrnss the country. No longer can timber product supphers rely an
the spacifiar knowing everything about the technical aspects of
treatments or other modfications.

The Edertirooke project is a fine example of how the designers
communicated their need and how timber manufacturers met that
need. This partnering appmach provides the best outcomes for
both the supplier and designes.

For mare infonmabion on presenvalive restad imber issuas, wisi:
[ATD) woarse tradac org.awatd/ancheves, issues. hitml

[Timbar Preservers Association) wiww. tpaa com.au
[Koppers Anstralia) www knppers comau

[DEmosa) wwa asmose Com.au undar-constuction)
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